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On June 21 in Miami, contra official Silvio Arguello Cardenal told the New York Times that all
employees of the contra political support network around the world have received notices of
dismissal as of June 30. The layoff involves 350 to 400 people, excluding fighters, he said, and some
would eventually be rehired. "There is obviously a budgetary crunch and expenses have to be
cut...Our operations outside Nicaragua have become over-bureaucratized, and it is high time that
they be totally revamped," said Arguello, a vice president of the Nicaraguan Assembly. The 54
self-appointed members of the year-old assembly, choose the top political leaders of the contra
movement. Political staff workers include those at the Miami contra headquarters; employees
of Radio Liberacion, a shortwave broadcasting outlet; offices in Washington and several Latin
American countries, including Honduras and Costa Rica; and, offices or representatives in Spain,
Italy, France, Britain and West Germany, among other nations. The contras' annual worldwide
budget for political operations is $3 million to $5 million, according to contra officials. Most of
the workers at the Miami headquarters receive salaries ranging from $12,000 to $15,000 per year.
The Times reported that each of the five directors of the Nicaraguan Resistance is "said to be
paid $75,000 a year and has an expense account." They have reportedly been paid directly from
a US government source that differs from the one that pays the employees, and their checks
have reportedly continued to arrive on time. At a press conference in Miami on June 22, contra
directorate member Pedro Joaquin Chamorro confirmed Arguello's statements on the layoff of
civilian employees. He denied the accuracy of the Times report regarding contra directors' annual
salaries. Chamorro said he was being reimbursed "for my traveling and other expenses" by the
Nicaraguan Resistance. Asked about the sources of his income, he said, "I am being paid for making
speeches in the United States and abroad." Another directorate member, Adolfo Calero, denied
receiving a salary "from the United States government." He said the costs of his travels were being
paid by the Nicaraguan Resistance. He did not elaborate on the source of the financing. (Basic data
from New York Times, 06/22/88, 06/23/88)
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